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Mexico, as well as by his open sympathy for the
South during the Rebellion*   He excited the
resentment of Austrians by the war of Italy,
without winning the gratitude of Italians;   for
while he helped them to secure their unity, he
constituted himself the custodian of the last
remnant of the temporal power of the Pope*
Had the son of Hortense been willing to have
French soldiers leave Rome, on the eve of the
Franco-Prussian War, Austria and Italy would
have joined France against Germany in 1870,
In the great conflict France was thoroughly
isolated, and the moral sentiment of the whole
world was against her in just condemnation of
the war, now known to have been brought about
by Bismarck, whose supreme art was to provoke
it and cause Napoleon to appear as the aggressor*
This war was virtually continued by the Iron
Chancellor, who organised the Triple Alliance
to isolate France, while another triple alliance
had been made between England,, Italy, and
Spain to check French action in the Mediter-
ranean.1   The attitude of Bismarck, alarmed at
the rapid recuperation of the country, came near
bringing about a new conflict which was averted,
thanks to the good offices of St. Petersburg and
of London,
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